
 

The 100-year anniversary of the 

signing of the bill that created 

the Smith-Lever (S-L) Act that 

officially started the national  

Cooperative Extension System.  

 

The appropriation was unique 

in that it set up a shared part-

nership among the Federal, 

State, and County levels of  

government. A formula funding 

mechanism was designed to  

insure that there was support 

from each of the levels to help 

the fledgling system achieve 

stability and leverage              

resources.   

 

 

Celebrating 100 years of  extending knowledge and changing lives 


